
 

Waimea Estates (Nelson) Ltd 
Family Estate Wines from Nelson, New Zealand 



Waimea Family Estate Wines 

Established 1993 
 

Waimea Family Estate Wines—truly a family business 

 

In the early nineties, Trevor and Robyn Bolitho were keen to diversify their horticultural operation into 

grape growing and winemaking. They recognised that the stony alluvial soils of the Waimea Plains were 

ideal for fine wine production.  The stony loam soils of the Plains, along with a moderating maritime  

influence and a protective phalanx of hills, create the perfect terroir to produce an award winning range of 

varietal wines. 

 

We planted our Annabrook, Hunter and Hill vineyards between 1993 and 1995.  The first wine from these 

vines was produced in 1997 and was an immediate success, winning the Trophy for best Sauvignon Blanc 

in the 1998 Winestate Awards.  By 2006 we had planted our Hope, Packhouse, Colin’s and Lansdowne 

Road vineyards and built a modern winery on site to support the rapid growth in wine production. 

 

We pride ourselves on remaining  to this day, effectively a boutique producer. 

 

Since those first plantings, as a family we have been intimately involved with production, micro-managing 

the vineyards in order to deliver the best possible fruit to the winery, in the absolute belief that great wines 

begin in the vineyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waimea Estates (Nelson) Limited operates its own vineyards and manages all operations in the full  

production process of its own wines, right through from planting the vines, tending and making the wine, 

until our professional team markets our award-winning wines around the globe. 

 

The intimate knowledge and hands on approach to every operation within our business, allows us to 

achieve  superior vineyard performance and optimal quality control in order to reap the rewards of  

consistently strong results in international wine competitions and recognition by our peers in the market 

place. 

     The Bolitho Family 

Co-owners:  left to right: Trevor & 

Robyn Bolitho, Anna & Ben Bolitho 

“I’d like to think that the care with which we manage the soil and the plants that grow in it 

has an enormous impact on the ultimate quality and consistency of the wine we produce”  

Trevor Bolitho, Managing Director 



Our Philosophy 

Waimea works on the principle that to make great wine you need great grapes and so our wine quality and 

appeal begins in our vineyards.  Year after year we harvest a quality crop—the direct result of paying  

careful attention to the integration of grape variety, root stock and soil.  Vine density, pruning, canopy 

management, soil cultivation and vine age all combine to influence the final quality of the wine we  

produce. 

“Our philosophy is to fully exploit all the advantages of our superior growing conditions and—allowing 

the natural characters of the grapes to shine by practising minimal intervention in both the vineyards 

and winery.  Our wines are terroir rather than winery driven”. 

Sunshine, rainfall, frost, wind and other climatic conditions as well as the presence or absence of pests and 

diseases all make each vintage unique. 

It’s a combination of site, soil and careful farming techniques that make a great vineyard.  We also pay 

very careful attention to plant nutrition throughout the whole growing cycle and this certainly pays off in 

better colour, flavour and fruit intensity which is important for any wine but particularly so for the  

aromatic wines that make up such a large part of our portfolio. 

“Sustainable winegrowing is comprehensive in its approach, with concern for the total vineyard  

environment, not just with the grapes that we grow.  It is ensuring that environmental health, economic 

profitability and social equity are balanced”. 

In all our business processes from vineyard management to sales, we are committed to constantly  

improving our environmental practises. 

In the final analysis, all aspects of our sustainable winegrowing practises play a vital role in the quality and  

consistency of the wines we produce. 

 

 

A clean green land 

New Zealand has long been recognised as a country with a “clean, green” image and its well deserved.  As a 

small country dependent upon agriculture as its primary source of income for many years, farmers have 

always understood the value of our land and the importance of caring for it. 

At Waimea, we constantly strive to protect the environmental integrity of our wine production.  We adhere 

closely to a pioneering set of industry standards known as Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand 

(SWNZ).  Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand provides the framework upon which we continually 

work towards improving all aspects of our performance in terms of environmental, social and economical 

sustainability in both the vineyard and the winery. 

 

Conserving the habitat 

Quite simply, if the environment is healthy and in balance then so are our vineyards.  We actively  

encourage wildlife in our vineyards through the planting of native grasses and trees. 



Timeline of Waimea 

 

Some Key Dates 

1993-95  First vineyards planted (‘Annabrook’, ‘Hunter’, ‘the Hill’) 

1994  Waimea Estates (Nelson) Limited incorporated as a company 

1997  First wine released.  Waimea’s first wine—1998 Sauvignon Blanc received a Trophy at   

  Winestate 

1997  ‘Hope’ Vineyard planted from 1997 

1999  Anna Bolitho commences as Administration Assistant, later  becomes Administration Manager 

1999  On-site winery in operation (current barrel room) 

1999  ‘Hope’ Vineyard sold to McCashins 

2000  ‘Packhouse’ Vineyard & ‘Colin’s’ Vineyard planted 

2001  Ben Bolitho starts full-time as site Engineer 

2001  New winery in operation (has continued to grow every year) 

2002-03  ‘Lansdowne Road’ Vineyard planted 

2003  Ben Bolitho becomes Vineyard Manager 

2003  Martin Carrington engaged as Export Manager 

2004  Trudy Sheild commences as Cellarhand, later becomes Assistant Winemaker 

2005  ‘Hope’ Vineyard repurchased from McCashins 

2005  Fiona Ingham commences as Administration Assistant 

2005  ‘Wells’ Vineyard established 

2006  Nathan Doherty commences as Vineyard Hand 

2010  Trudy Sheild promoted to Head Winemaker 

2010  Nathan Doherty becomes Vineyard Supervisor 

2010  Ben Bolitho becomes General Manager/Viticulturist 

2012  Further land purchased to increase the ‘Hunter’ Vineyard plantings 

2013  Fiona Ingham promoted to Administration Manager 

2013  Anna Bolitho promoted to Brand Development Manager 



Wine Production 

 

 We can typically process up to 2500 tonnes in a vintage, up to 120 tonnes per day (10 tonnes per hour) 

 Our tank capacity is approximately 2,100,000 litres and this would equate to over 233,000 cases of 

wine if bottled 

 We sell all of our production in a balanced mix of bulk private label and branded bottles 

 We use a static contract plant to bottle the wine 

 We make wine under contract for other New Zealand wineries 

 As part of our quality control policy, all equipment such as harvester, tractors needed to run each of 

our sustainable vineyards, from pruning to harvest is owned and operated by us. 

 

  

Varieties  

 Sauvignon Blanc 51.2% 

 Pinot Noir 17.6% 

 Pinot Gris 16.9% 

 Chardonnay 1% 

 Riesling 3.8% 

 Gewürztraminer 2.3% 

 Others 7.2% (Viognier, Syrah, Cab Franc, Grüner Veltliner, Sauvignon Gris, Albarino) 

 

New or replacement planting has been chiefly Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and some Pinot Gris due to these  

varieties driving our export sales growth, although we have invested in small plantings of up and  

coming new to New Zealand varieties such as Grüner Veltliner, Albarino and Sauvignon Gris. 

 

Accolades 

Since our first vintage release of a trophy-winning Sauvignon Blanc in 1998, Waimea Estates has attracted 

international attention and a multitude of top awards.  We are very proud to have received over 123 gold 

medals and 21 trophies in national and international competitions.  Spread across 9 varietals, this further 

cements the rewards of our utter belief and philosophy in the way we care for our land and plants and  

ultimately, the quality of the Nelson winegrowing region and its beautiful maritime climate. 

 

Read on and you will find a list of our most recent accolades. 



Brands 

 Waimea – our flagship brand showcasing our premium wines, strong boutique / family identity 

 Spinyback – varietal range for export, with strong Nelson and conservation story 

 Takutai, Annabrook—alternative offerings at the Spinyback quality level 

 Respected bulk private label supplier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Export markets 

Belgium (Waimea, Spinyback) 

Denmark (Waimea, Spinyback) 

Hong Kong (Waimea, Spinyback) 

Thailand (Spinyback) 

Singapore (Spinyback) 

China (Waimea, Takutai, Spinyback) 

Japan (Waimea, Spinyback) 

UAE (Waimea) 

Russia (Waimea) 

Germany (Waimea, Spinyback) 

Taiwan (Waimea, Spinyback) 

Markets 

20% domestic, 80% export 

 

Domestic 

Nelson—we sell direct ex-winery 

Rest of NZ—we sell through Federal Merchants 

- our NZ distributor 

 

Export Markets 

UK (Waimea, Spinyback) 

US (Waimea, Takutai) 

Australia (Waimea, Spinyback, Takutai) 

Canada (Waimea, Spinyback) 

Bulgaria (Spinyback) 

Sweden (Spinyback) 

Fiji (Waimea, Takutai) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuatara is the Maori name for ‘spiny-backed one’.  Technically the Tuatara is not actually a lizard, but is 

classified as a “Sphenodontida”. The only other examples are fossils - the Tuatara is often referred to as a 

“living fossil”. Its  

lineage stretches back 225 million years, and with a possible life expectancy of 100 years, it is truly a  

survivor from the Dinosaur Age. It became extinct elsewhere in the world about 60 million years ago. The 

Tuatara’s eggs take more than a year to hatch and this precious reptile is now also under threat within 

New Zealand due to the impact by man and his introduced predators. Sightings by the public are  

becoming increasingly rare. 

Waimea Estates is assisting local conservation groups in their efforts to protect this vulnerable and unique 

species. 

Recently we have gotten on board with the Brook Waimarama Sanctuary in Nelson and their Fencepost 

project.  We have purchased a ‘zone 5 Sanctuary entrance’ post and with Spinyback funds are looking  

forward to  supporting the sanctuary into the future.   

Their immediate goal is the construction of 14km of predator proof fencing and fundraising efforts are well  

underway to fund the commencement of this with further support still needed. 

Please visit the link to the Brook Waimarama Sanctuary to see how you can do your bit to help this  

fabulous initiative.  http://www.brooksanctuary.org/save-our-babies/sponsor-fence-post  

The Spinyback range consists of Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris and Pinot Noir with Riesling, Chardonnay 

and Grüner Veltliner also available in some markets. 

Every purchase of Spinyback wines will provide direct funding to further education and conservation goals 

for the world’s only remaining living link to the Dinosaur. Waimea Estates thank you for your support! 

 

http://www.brooksanctuary.org/save-our-babies/sponsor-fence-post


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year after year, Waimea harvests its best fruit and pays utmost attention to its flagship Waimea range of 

wines.  That effort shines through in the 126 gold medals and 23 trophies gathered to date. 

Nelson’s high sunshine hours provide ripe fruit flavours, while cool evenings lend to a fresh, natural  

acidity in the wines. Yields for the Waimea range of wines are tightly controlled and canopy management 

during the ripening season is intensive. Our flagship premium wines are attractively fruit-forward with 

layers of complexity and fine structure.  They demonstrate quite clearly our philosophy of producing wines 

that are a reflection of the terroir in which they are produced. 

 

 



Waimea’s Cellar Door & Restaurant 

 

Waimea has a newly renovated Cellar Door and Restaurant on site.  This premises is leased out to a  

professional couple and is the showcase for our Waimea and Spinyback brands. 

First opened in October 1998 by the Honourable Jenny Shipley (New Zealand’s then Prime Minister) 

Waimea Estates Cellar Door is a popular wedding and function venue and is developing a great reputation 

for its tapas at lunchtime. 

 

To visit our cafe website, go to www.thecellardoor.net.nz 

For reservations and function enquiries, phone:  +64 3 544 4963 or email: thecellardoor@orcon.net.nz 

 



Hard work, but the Waimea team need to taste every 

new menu of course! 



The Waimea Team 

The Bolitho Family have owned and operated the Waimea Estates 

business since 1993 when Trevor and Robyn Bolitho first planted 

grapes on the Waimea Plains of Nelson, New Zealand.  

Today, the business is run by a dedicated team of professionals 

headed by Trevor and son Ben, who since 2005 has been Waimea's 

Viticulturist.  That team extends to a growing number of  

international distributors and resellers who work hard to bring 

Waimea Brands to the tables of wine lovers around the world. 

"I think nothing has been more satisfying than seeing many years hard 

work in the vineyards pay off year after year in award winning wines that are enjoyed by people all over the world."  

Trevor Bolitho - Managing Director 

Waimea’s Key Staff  

Ben Bolitho - General Manager 

Ben has lived and breathed all things Waimea since he helped plant the 

first vines as a young teenager in 1993.  He left school and completed an 

apprenticeship as a Maintenance and Diagnostics Engineer which stood 

him in good stead to construct many of the tanks that Waimea has built, 

and in later years to oversee construction of our larger tanks when his 

role evolved into viticulture.  In 2005 Ben became Waimea’s Viticulturist 

after training in Viticulture through EIT in Hawkes Bay.  In 2010 he took 

on the role of General Manager and still oversees the  

running of Waimea’s 140 ha of vineyards. 

 

Anna Bolitho - Brand Development Manager 

Once again, Anna worked outdoors in the vineyard in Waimea’s early days. After com-

pleting a Level 4 Business Administration course through NMIT in Nelson she took care 

of administration and payroll duties and looked after our local sales market.  These days 

while caring for Ben and Anna’s two children she manages the endless sponsorship and 

donation sales enquiries, runs the website and social media interactions and coordinates 

various projects and developments in the office and newly refurbished café and cellar 

door. 

 

Trudy Sheild -Head Winemaker 

It was over a bottle of wine that Trudy fell in love with the idea of winemaking and set in 

motion an exciting career. Studying at Lincoln University and working in vintages over-

seas, in March 2004 Trudy arrived at Waimea in time for harvest.  Nine years on, Trudy 

has been Head Winemaker and running our core winery team since 2010.  The finesse 

with which Trudy finishes her wines and her exceptional palate has seen the accolades 

roll in thick and fast for Waimea. 

 

Shona Kelly - Assistant Winemaker 

Shona came to Waimea in 2010 from Canterbury and has been the perfect match for 

Trudy as Assistant Winemaker.  Together they are a tight team, putting together wonder-

ful blends of the very best vineyard parcels of fruit to continue receiving those gold med-

als!  Very family and outdoor oriented, Shona is a great asset to our team! 



Martin Carrington - Export Manager 

Martin Carrington looks after the Sales and Marketing for Waimea  

Estates – with an emphasis on growing our Export sales. Martin’s wine 

and food career began during his post-studies OE travels, when he was 

suddenly given responsibility for an English restaurant’s wine list. He 

took the opportunity whilst traveling to visit many of the world’s  

winemaking regions and for him this turned wine from being just  

another beverage into being a part of everyday life. With experience in 

judging in wine, cheese and restaurant competitions, owning a wine & 

food retail store, part-owning a successful Ponsonby Road restaurant,  

brands management, sales management and Public Relations. Martin has worked in almost every facet of 

the wine and food hospitality area over the last thirty years, and tells us ‘when you enjoy your work, it’s 

not just a job any more’. 

 

Fiona Ingham - Administration Manager 

Fiona has been the 'friendly face of Waimea' since she started with us in November 

2005.  Ultra efficient, while working full time with us Fiona has also been studying 

part-time towards a Bachelor of Commerce degree. She first graduated in 2011 with a 

BCom in Marketing and now has 1 final paper to go which when completed will see 

her graduate again with a Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting and Marketing. 

 

 

Malanie Ching– Office Junior 

Our newest recruit, Malanie started with us in December 2013.  A Nelson girl born 

and bred, Mal has slotted into Waimea life perfectly.  She is your first point of  

contact at Waimea at the front desk or on the telephone and will happily refer you to 

your required contact. 

 

 

 

Chris McCarthy– Nelson Sales Rep 

Chris launched into the Nelson Sales Rep role in November 2012.  He has made great 

progress with our wine listings in the last year and is building valuable relationships 

with new and old customers alike.  Lively and energetic, Chris brings to his role a 

good injection of fun!  

 

 

 

Nathan Doherty—Vineyard Supervisor 

In 2006 Nathan started at Waimea as Vineyard Hand.  He became Vineyard  

Supervisor in 2010 and in conjunction with Ben organises the seasonal vineyard  

programme.  He coordinates our seasonal vineyard team to work through our 140 

hectares of vineyards and keeps our tight programme running smoothly. 



Our Vineyards 

Waimea’s vineyards are situated at 4 different sites on the Waimea Plains all within a few kilometres of 

one another yet providing different attributes within each site. 

The Annabrook Vineyard & Winery Block is 41.5 hectares of vineyards and is our ‘Home’ block.  We 

have planted a great mix of Sauvignon Blanc, Sauvignon Gris, Pinot Gris, Viognier, Gruner Veltliner, 

Gewurztraminer and Pinot Noir. 

 

 



Hunter Vineyard 

Trevor and Robyn began converting the Hunter Vineyard from apple orcharding in 1995 and it is now 

made up of over 27 hectares of Sauvignon Blanc, Gruner Veltliner, Pinot Gris, Riesling, Gewurztraminer 

and Pinot Noir. 

 

 

 

 



Hope Vineyard 

A little over 40 hectares of vines are planted at our Hope Vineyard.  This site is the home of our beautiful  

Chardonnay along with Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris and Pinot Noir. 

First established in 1997, we sold this vineyard in 1999 and made the decision to repurchase it in 2005 at 

which time we undertook an extensive replanting programme.  The entire vineyard is just now coming 

back into production and we watch with excitement the beautiful characters that are unfolding in this 

fruit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wells Block and Colin’s Block vineyards are 14.55 and 4.4 hectares in size respectively and plant-

ed solely in Sauvignon Blanc— our flagship grape variety. The varying vine ages, clones and soil types pro-

vide us with great depth and complexity in the final wine. 



Lansdowne Road Vineyard 

In 2002 our 20 hectare Lansdowne Road block was purchased with planting taking place over the winters 

of 2002/2003.  Ben and Anna also built their family home where they are bringing up their two children.  

Situated adjacent to the beautiful Appleby River and only 5 minutes from the winery and local town of 

Richmond, this is a fabulous location to raise a young family amongst the vines. 

This block produces Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris, Gewurztraminer, Cabernet Franc and Syrah.  It is the 

home of our trophy winning Trev’s Red—a co-fermented blend of Cabernet Franc, Syrah and Viognier. 

 

 



A few of Waimea’s most recent accolades: 

Trophy - Champion Riesling, New Zealand International Wine Show 2014 

 - Waimea Classic Riesling 2013 

Trophy - Champion Aromatic Wine, Six Nations Wine Challenge 2014 

 - Waimea Gewurztraminer 2013 

Gold - New Zealand International Wine Show 2014 

 - Waimea Sauvignon Blanc 2014 & Waimea Classic Riesling 2013 

Pure Gold - Bragato Wine Awards 2014 

 - Waimea Sauvignon Blanc 2014 & Spinyback Riesling 2013 

TOP100 Blue-Gold in Sydney International Wine Competition 2014 

- Waimea Gewürztraminer 2013 

Gold in International Aromatic Wine Competition 2013 

- Waimea Sauvignon Blanc 2013 

Blue-Gold in Sydney International Wine Competition 2014 

- Waimea Pinot Gris 2012 

Pure Gold in Air NZ Wine Awards 2013 

- Waimea Classic Riesling 2013 and Spinyback Riesling 2013 

Gold-Outstanding in International Wine & Spirit Competition 2013 

- Waimea Gewurztraminer 2011 

Gold in NZ International Wine Show 2013 

- Waimea Sauvignon Gris 2013 

Trophy for Champion Other Red Wine in Bragato Wine Awards 2013 

- Waimea Trev’s Red 2012 

Pure Gold in Bragato Wine Awards 2013 

- Waimea Trev’s Red 2012 

Gold in Spiegelau International Wine Competition 2013 

- Waimea Sauvignon Blanc 2012 

Gold in Decanter World Wine Awards 2013 

-  Waimea Sauvignon Blanc 2012 

Gold in Easter Show Wine Awards 2013 

-  Spinyback 2012 Sauvignon Blanc  

4 ½ & Best Buy stars in Cuisine NZ Sauvignon Blanc tasting 2012 

-  Waimea Sauvignon Blanc 2012 

TOP100 Blue-Gold in Sydney International Wine Competition 2013 

- Waimea 2012 Sauvignon Blanc 

Pure Gold in Air NZ Wine Awards 2012 

- Waimea 2012 Gewürztraminer & Waimea 2012 Grüner Veltliner 

Gold in Avenues International Aromatic Wine Competition 2012 

- Waimea 2011 Gewürztraminer & Spinyback 2009 Riesling 

Trophy for Champion New Zealand Gewürztraminer in NZ International Wine Show 2012 

- Waimea 2011 Gewürztraminer  

Gold in NZ International Wine Show 2012 

- Waimea 2011 Gewürztraminer  


